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it may not be absolutely correct, is doubtless less inexact than the others
mentioned, but his statement that Nadir was born " in the castle of
Dastgird " is certainly a fabrication designed to flatter and exalt his patron
and sovereign. In all probability, Nadir was born in a tent; he afterwards
erected a maulud-khana or "birthplace-house" on the site,which was
situated just outside Dastgird.
Little is known of Imam Quli Beg, beyond the fact that he was poor and
did not occupy any position of importance. He is variously described
as having been a shepherd, skinner, agriculturalist or camel-driver.1
The humble position of Nadir's parents is obvious from Mirza Mahdi's
tactfully worded statements that a sharp sword owes it excellence to its
temper rather than to the iron mine whence its raw material was taken,,
and that a royal jewel derives its beauty from its water and colour rather
than from the ore ($«#) in which it was found.2 Nadir himself, though
he always took pride in his Turkish or Turkoman blood and thereby
claimed affinity with the descendants of Timur, never sought to magnify
the status of his parents and ancestors. He was wont to say that he
was " the son of the sword."8
Persian and European sources alike contain but little information
regarding Nadir's early years. It is to be presumed that he accompanied
his parents on their annual movements between Kubkan and the district
of Darragaz, and that, as soon as he grew old enough, he assisted his
father to earn his scanty livelihood. Mirza Mahdi passes over this period
in silence, merely saying that he " placed his foot upon the ladder of
manhood,"4 when he reached the age of 15. Han way relates5 that the
Ozbegs made a raid into Khurasan in 1704, killing many persons and
carrying off a number of others as slaves. Amongst the latter were, he says,.
Nadir and his mother ; while Nadir escaped in 1708, his mother died
in captivity. This incident is not mentioned by any Persian authority,
and its authenticity is extremely dubious.8 The statement by William
Cockell7 that Nadir's father was not only chief of a clan of the Afshars,
but was also in command of the fortress of Kalat is, like his story of Nadir's
dispossession of his heritage by his uncle, devoid of fact. It can be re-
1 See respectively, Bazin (Lettres Edifiantes, Vol. IV, p. 279), Fasa'i's Fars-Nama-yi-Nasiri, p. i6.<,
Raudatu' s-Safa, Vol. VIII, Bayan, fol. 101 (b).
•	T.N., p. 16.
' Cf. Nadir's famous remark at Delhi when, questioned as to the lineage of his son Na9rullah.
(Mention will be made in due course as to the circumstances which gave rise to this remark.)
•	T.N., p. 17.
»Vol. IV, p. 4.
 •	See Dr. Cook, Voyages and Travels, Vol. II, p. 447.
 •	See James Eraser's Nadir Shah, p. 72.   As will be explained in the bibliographical appendix
at the end of this book, Fraser included in his work an " Account of Nadir Shah's first exploits"
by Cockell (whom he did not, however, mention by name).

